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Curriculum Policy

Introduction

The curriculum is all the planned activities that arganise in order to promote learning and persgroavth and
development. Our curriculum is closely informedthg National Curriculum and also includes the raafjextra-
curricular activities that the school organise®ider to enrich the experience of the childreral$b includes the
‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn fnathe way they are treated and expected to belvigairfield, we
aim to teach children how to grow into positivespensible people, who can work and co-operate ufilers while
developing knowledge and skills, so that they aohitheir true potential.

Values

Our curriculum is underpinned by the values thathetl dear at our school. The curriculum is the ngelay which
the school achieves its objective of educatingdreih in the knowledge, skills and understanding thay need in
order to lead fulfilling lives.

* We value the way in which all children are uniqoar curriculum promotes respect for the views dafrea
individual child, as well as for people of all aues. We value the spiritual and moral developnodérgach
person, as well as their intellectual and physggalwth.

* We value the importance of each person in our conitmuWe organise our curriculum so that we promade
operation and understanding between all membeosiotommunity.

» We value the rights enjoyed by each person in oarety. We respect each child in our school for vitwey are
and we treat them with fairness and honesty. Wetaienable each person to be successful and weédgrov
equal opportunities for all the children in our eoh

* We value our environment and we aim, through ouriculum, to teach respect for our world and how we
should care for it for future generations, as vesllour own.

Aims and objectives

The aims and objectives of our school curriculum: ar

* To be a community with the intellectual, physigalpral and social development of each child in mind;

» to enable all children to learn and develop thkiisto the best of their ability;

 to recognise excellence in each individual, rekatio his or her abilities and to provide opportigstfor
achieving excellence through a broad, balancedyegit and differentiated curriculum, a high staddair
teaching and a commitment by pupils and staff tivdies within and beyond the school day;

» to promote a positive attitude towards learningttet children enjoy coming to school, are motidased
acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;

 to teach children the basic skills of literacy, mracy and information technology (ICT);

* to enable children to be creative and to devel@irtbwn thinking;

* to develop children’s skills in speaking and listen

« to teach children about their developing world,liging how their environment and society have cleahgver
time;

* to encourage appreciation of, and concern forgetidronment;

» to encourage development of habits which addressessrelating to conservation and protection of the
environment and natural resources;
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 to help children understand Britain’s cultural hagie;

» to promote an awareness of local, national andnatéonal issues

 to enable children to be positive citizens in sbtgie

* to help pupils develop interests and skills that give personal satisfaction in the use of leistinee
throughout their lives;

» to encourage pupils to develop their physical skilhd maintain a healthy lifestyle;

 to teach children to have an awareness of their gpimitual development, and to understand righirfnerong;

« to help children understand the importance of tanl fairness, so that they grow up committed toaéq
opportunities for all;

» to enable children to develop self-discipline, gel§pect and high self-esteem

* to help pupils develop the skills necessary to lbe #o live and work co-operatively with others aodcope
with and respond effectively to demands made duaind beyond the school day;.

» to meet the needs of all pupils regardless of s@og, cultural or religious background or physidisiability;

* to ensure a smooth and informed progression thraligftages of primary education and through thesfer to
secondary education;

Organisation and planning

We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agrimg-term plan for each key stage. This indicatésctv topics are
to be taught in each term and to which groups dfioén. We review our long-term plan on an annuadib.

With our medium-term plans, we give clear guidanoethe objectives, activities and assessment oppiigs that we
use when teaching each topic. Our curriculum plagns closely informed by the National Curriculunational
schemes of work, National Strategies and Framewsr&ppropriate.

Our short-term plans are those that our teacheite wn a weekly or daily basis. We use these tamsaéthe learning
objectives for each session, and to identify treoueces and activities we are going to use in ésedn. Teachers
evaluate their planning.

In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we aalopbter-disciplinary topic approach to curriculygdanning. We
plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is e@nce and coverage of the early learning goalstaem is planned
progression in all curriculum areas.

At Key Stage 2 we teach core and foundation subjeeparately. This means that, for example, a chag
concentrate in one term on a history topic, theitcdwto a greater emphasis on geography in the reri. Over the
three terms of the academic year, each child ha®piportunity to experience a range of subjectschiang
programmes strongly encourage the use of crosseatlar links

Our curriculum covers the core subjects of Eng(iskluding drama), maths, ICT and science, togethi¢hn the
Foundation subjects of history, geography, artjgte& technology, music, PE, games, PSHE and Qishép. In
addition, we teach RE. Latin, French and Spanishtlaen introduced during Key Stage 2.

Schemes of monitoring and evaluating pupils’ warkliude detailed marking, assessment for learnimdjyidual
testing.

Homework is given to all pupils from Year 1 onwar@hildren are encouraged to read daily and totmaspelling
and tables daily.

Children with special educational needs

The curriculum in our school is designed to provigeess and opportunity for all children who attémel school. If
we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum teetrtbe needs of individual children, then we dasty after the
parents of the child have been consulted. We folli@iailed guidelines which are set out in our SENgy and our
Able and Talented Children Policy.
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If a child is deemed to have a special need omlegrdifficulty or learning disability, our schodbes all it can to
meet these individual needs. We comply with theunesgnents set out in the SEN Code of Practice avigling for
children with special needs or learning difficustiand will ensure that parents are involved in faiating Individual
Education Plans (IEP), if necessary. If a childpthys signs of having special needs or learning
difficulties/disabilities, his/her teacher will csult with the SENCO and Headmistress. In most imsta the teacher is
able to provide resources and educational oppdiasnivhich meet the child’s needs within the noriaks
organisation. If it is thought necessary, the Hesthass may refer the parents to the appropriatereal agencies

(eg; educational psychologists, dyslexia specalistspeech and language therapists) for advicdatiter
assessment of the child. We provide additionaluesss and support for children with special needearning
difficulties or learning disablities.

The school keeps a special needs/learning diffiesfiearning disabilities register. An IndividuadliEcation Plan (IEP)
is provided at School Action and School Action Pétigges. This is a working document which addredseshild’s
difficulties and sets out strategies and targetsnable the child to progress. All children on thgister are carefully
monitored and their progress is reviewed at reginarvals.

Children at Fairfield School are deemed to haveigpeducational needs if they have a statemergil®are
deemed to have learning difficulties and/or diséibs if they have significantly greater difficuliy learning than the
majority of children of the same age. Special Ediocal Needs may also encompass children with playsi
difficulties, which may affect their ability to aess the curriculum.

Children will not be regarded as having a learmdif§iculty solely because the language or formariguage of their
home is different from the language in which theg being taught.

The school will have regard to the Special EducstidNeeds Code of Practice when carrying out itseduowards all
pupils with special educational needs The schoodgaizes that parents hold key information and Havevledge
and experience to contribute to the shared view offiild’s needs and the best ways of supportingithl parents of
children with special educational needs or learrdiffjculties will be treated as partners and supeo to play an
active and valued role in their child’s education.

Children with special educational needs or learrdifficulties will be encouraged, where appropriate participate
and contribute to the assessment of their needs.

The school also keeps a register of able and tadechildren in accordance with our Able and Taldmelicy.
Extension activities in school are given to seldatbildren and recommendations are made to paterftdlow up
additional external opportunities if the child’'demats are in the sporting, musical or drama fieltlse Headmistress
and Learning Support Coordinator oversee provi¢twrable and talented children.

The Foundation Stage

The curriculum that we teach in the Nursery anddpéion classes meets the requirements set oukifrdlundation
Stage Curriculum and the Foundation Stage Praofla:. curriculum planning focuses on the Early LeagnGoals and
on developing children’s skills and experiencesseisout in this document.

Our school fully supports the principle that youwtgldren learn through play, and by engaging inlypénned
structured activities. Teaching in the Receptiaasslbuilds on the experiences of the children &ir thre-school
learning.

We are well aware that all children need the suppbparents and teachers to make good progresshiaol. We
strive to build positive links with the parentseadch child by keeping them closely informed abdetway in which
the children are being taught and how well eaclddkiprogressing.
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Consultations with parents of children who join ®eception class take place within the first weékhe autumn
term. This provides an opportunity for parents iegnformation about their child’s developing dkiand aptitudes.
The class teacher will then use this informatiorewlplanning for individual needs.

Monitoring and review

Our governing body’s Education Committee is resjgaesfor monitoring the way the school curriculum i
implemented. Regular meetings are held betweerEtheation Governors and the Headmistress.

The Headmistress is responsible for the day toatggnisation of the curriculum. The Headmistressitoos the
weekly lesson plans for all teachers.
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